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What does an eBook look like?

Adobe Digital Editions for EPUB & PDF eBooks

Adobe Digital Editions is a simple and attractive way to read 
and manage DRM-protected EPUB and PDF eBooks. The free Adobe 
Digital Editions download is under 3MB and installs in less than two 
minutes with a broadband connection. Adobe Digital Editions 
supports EPUB, the reflowable eBook format and emerging standard 
for digital publications. This means you can resize the text or the 
screen to suit you and the text will wrap itself around in the available 
space. Adobe Digital Editions can also transfer both EPUB and PDF 
eBooks to the Sony® Reader™.

Sony® Reader™

eBooks — Enhance Your Collection
Improve download circulation with best-selling and new release eBook titles

Digital books in popular formats
Now, more than ever, the eBook format is a viable, popular technology that’s 
an essential addition to your digital library. You can rely on OverDrive eBooks 
to boost circulation and bring your library to the next generation of readers. 

OverDrive’s catalogue features more than 100,000 eBook titles from top 
publishers like Random House, Bloomsbury Publishing, HarperCollins, and 
Harlequin. Titles can be downloaded for offline use and work best with Adobe® 
Digital Editions (EPUB and PDF).  Over 10,000 libraries, schools, and retailers tap 
into OverDrive’s growing catalogue.
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eBooks improve circulation - patron data
Everyone knows eBooks are convenient and portable.  But did you know that adding eBooks can be a great 
way to increase turnover rates (the number of circulations divided by the number of items in the collection) 
without taking up shelf space? A large metropolitan library’s eBooks annual turnover rate was twice that of 
the physical books. One US state’s digital library saw an eBook turnover rate that was nearly six times higher 
than the state’s average print turnover rate. If you buy eBooks, patrons will download.

Romancing the eBook reader
Overall, what’s popular in print is often successful in the 
eBook format. Some of the most-circulated OverDrive 
eBook titles are often the same best sellers you see 
on Nielsen Book Scan or on Amazon. However, across 
all OverDrive libraries (and consistently over time), 
romance has been the most popular subject in all 
eBook formats. Romance readers consume many 
eBooks and return to their library’s ‘Virtual Branch’ 
again and again. The chart at the right illustrates the 
loyalty of romance eBook readers.

Add OverDrive eBooks, add a new dimension
Libraries have enjoyed tremendous success with eBooks, and today they are more popular than ever. 
Publishers are looking to the eBook format as a new revenue opportunity and have invested heavily to ensure 
best sellers are available to libraries.  Random House, HarperCollins, Harlequin, and hundreds of other major 
publishers, have added titles from their collections to our eBook catalogue.

With the right combination of popular, best-selling eBook titles, as well as a well-developed romance 
collection, libraries partners with a download service will enjoy even greater success.  Now is the time to build 
a diverse download collection with the digital content your patrons are asking for: eBooks! 

Highest volume readers from a
large metropolitan library: Feb. 2008

Patron 1
Patron 2
Patron 3

74	
63
40

Number of titles
that were 
Romance

Number of 
titles that
were eBooks

Total number
checkouts in
Feb. 2008

70
55 
40

73
63
40
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The evolution of a format
eBooks have improved in quality since first appearing in 
the late 1990s.  Through innovation and ingenuity, the 
early challenges have been overcome.  Now eBooks 
are a popular, consumer-friendly technology that your 
patrons are sure to enjoy.

Standard Formats

Titles Available

Quality

Cost

Hardware

The industry generally releases eBooks in one of 

two formats: PDF or EPUB.

Many best-selling and new release titles from 

blockbuster authors are available as eBooks.

Advances in reading software have made 

eBooks easier to read and more user-friendly.

Once more expensive than print books, eBooks 

now often cost less than the print versions. 

A growing number of eBook readers. 

Challenge Today


